Battle of the Books Questions 2008 Intermediate Nominees

Chicken Boy by Frances Roark Dowell

1. In which book is a character caught in a stand off between his father and his grandmother?

2. In which book has the death of a mother caused a family to fall apart?

3. In which book does participating in a science project that involves animals motivate the main character to begin doing all of his homework?

4. In which book does a friendship between a boy who is a loner and a new boy lure other lonely students to their able at lunch?

5. In which book does the main character learn that you can love something you never would have expected to love?

Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins

1. In which book does a character enter a new world through the laundry room?

2. In which book does the main character need to fulfill a prophecy in order to return home?

3. In which book are animals that we usually despise are actually heroic and loving?

4. In what book does the personality of a 2-year-old child enable the main character to fulfill his destiny?

5. In which book is the main character re-united with his father who has disappeared?

Gossamer by Lois Lowry

1. In what book is a little boy saved by the use of dreams?

2. In which book are some of the main characters neither human nor animal?

3. In which book do some of the characters live in a place called “the Heap.”?

4. In which book are some of the characters not allowed to love?

5. In which book does a boy’s mother turn her life around in order to be reunited with her son?

Buttermilk Hill by Ruth White

1. In which book does a character learn the truth about his parentage?

2. In which book does a main character earn a scholarship because of poetry?

3. In which book is one of the characters sick of French fries?

4. In which book does a character’s mother finally pursue her dream of being a teacher?

5. In which book do the father’s stepchildren receive all the things his own child wanted?

Each Little Bird That Sings by Deborah Wiles

1. In which book is death a part of a family’s everyday life?

2. In which book does the main character have to lose something in order to save something?

3. In what book are kids better at handling death than adults give them credit for?

4. In what book does the main character write life notices?

5. In which book can you learn how to cook fantastic food for family and friends?

Shakespeare's Secret  by Elise Broarch

1. In which book does a character learn that popularity has its disadvantages?

2. In which book does the "finding place" reveal many secrets?

3. In what book are two of the main characters named after literary characters?

4. In what book is a valuable jewel hidden in an obvious place that all the treasure       seekers have overlooked?

5. In what book does a mother return her son's valuable gift

Conch Bearer by Chitra Banerjee Divakarune

1. In which book is a character faced with a number of tests in order to fulfill his wish to change his life?
2. In which book does a character have to choose between compassion, loyalty and honesty?
3. In which book does a character take the shape of a mongoose, the mortal enemy of snakes, in order to 
save other characters?
4. In which book does a girl become the first female member of a brotherhood?
5. In which book does a character have to give up his family in order to claim his destiny?
The Penderwicks  by Jeanne Birdsall

1. In which book does the father often speak Latin to his children?

2. In which book does the baby of the family run around wearing butterfly wings?

3. With the help of his new friends, a young boy finds the courage to make his own choices about his path in life in which book?

4. Instead of flipping a quarter or drawing straws, the family dog determines which child goes first in which book?

5. In which book does a game of soccer ruin the garden during the garden club competition?

 


The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane  by  Kate DiCamillo

1. In which book does the main character wind up buried at the dump on top of the orange peels?

2. In which book does a character's travels end up transforming his life?

3. In which book is the main character used as a scarecrow?

4. In which book does dancing play a big part in the life of a character?

5. In which book does the main character finally find his way home after many adventures?

Willow Run by Patricia Reilly Giff

1. In which book does a whole family move to a new place in order to support the nation's war effort?

2. In which book do children figure out how to get free ice cream?

3. In which book does a salad garden connect the main character and her grandfather as well as serve as a sign of hope?

4. In which book does the main character enter many contests?

5. In which book does every family have someone away fighting in a war?
 
 
 
 
 
