Arizona Library Conference 11/15/06

GENERAL PROMOTIONAL IDEAS

· Book displays

· Display cover of book jackets

· Keep bookmarks in books

· Ask the art teacher to help make bookmarks

· Create a Jeopardy game show with students writing the questions

· Download the audiobooks from the public library

· Put sticky notes on the front jacket of the book with kids comments

· Work with TAG teams at local public libraries to promote the books

· Partner with local bookstores to give away gift certificates to participants

· Have older students read the picture books to the younger students, video or podcast them

· Give extra check-out privileges to the Young Reader Book Club members

· Invite teachers to a “tea” after school to introduce the new lists of nominated books; provide snacks, a book display, and activities they can use in the classroom

· Bribe the teachers – pick up posters, pencils, pens, and other freebies at conferences and meetings; put together goodie bags to give away when a teacher reads a nominated book to his/her class or when the entire class qualifies to vote.

· Ask a local restaurant or business to donate a $25 gift certificate to the library; each time a teacher reads a nominated book to his/her class, the teacher’s name is entered into a drawing to win the certificate.  Make a point that the more books read, the better the chance is to win and at a January or February staff meeting, hold the drawing and award the gift certificate

· Create bookmarks with logo and list of titles in each category – picture, nonfiction, intermediate, tween, teen

· Mark spine of nominated books with logo

· Create posters of nominated books

· Hang 'interactive' posters - on a big sheet of paper, list all 10 of the year's nominations in each category, with plenty of room in between each title. (If you don't have room for one big poster, make 10 skinny mini posters with one title on each.) Hang up the posters, and tell your students that as they read the books, they can write down on the poster short comments about the titles they've read

· Create a “video bulletin board” with little scrapbook recorders (Scrapbook Alive – Imagination Project)

· Bulletin board displays

· Readers’ Wall – laminate book covers from each book, placing covers on a large empty wall in the library or a wall just outside the library, and create lists under each cover for students who have read the books to sign – students might like to compare the books they have read, and it could be a quick reference for teachers

· Matching Game – place items (realia) found in the nominated books on display along with a statement or question – students have to match the item with the book

· Campaign ad – student created to persuade others to read book/vote for it

· Commercials – students write commercials on nominated books

· Student volunteers read the nominated books, write booktalks, ads, which are presented on morning announcements

· Logo stamp

· Buttons – use logo to create buttons

· Students design a button cover for their favorite nominated book; create buttons using a button machine or snap-together buttons

· T-shirt or other shirt, jacket with logo – can be used as contest prize or sold

· Create a continuous slide show (Power Point) of nominated books

· Podcasts – “Tune in Tomorrow” (Aaron Shepard – www.aaronshep.com/rt/index.html - script writing assistance)

· Re-draw book covers or create a new book cover for nominated books

· Librarian, teacher or student booktalks (Nancy Keene Booktalks)

· Student book reviews – oral or on websites; students could also write a brief review of a book in any of the categories (hand-written or word document) and illustrate the page which would then be put in a loose-leaf notebook for other students to check

· Lunch Bunch – schedule could be posted early in the year with dates, times and the book title to be discussed; any student who read that week’s book 

would be invited to bring his/her lunch and participate in a book discussion; a 
schedule could be posted with dates and the book to be discussed

· Breakfast Club – students are invited to the library before school for breakfast (muffins, juice) periodically during the year where they hear a nominated book read by the librarian, teachers, or other notables, such as principal, public librarian, mayor, legislator, school district personnel, etc.

· Grand Canyon Reader Award Passport that could be stamped for every title read

· Students can earn “book fair bucks” by reading nominated books 

· Have “Read-wards (like rewards)for reading the nominated books and have a small card to list books as read

· Students enter their name in a drawing for every three books read; draw names on a regular basis and award prizes

· Contact local businesses for gifts/free item coupons to use as rewards

· Ask parents and PTSO for assistance in purchasing items to be used as prizes and rewards

· Have jacket, shirt, or some kind of item where beads can be pinned onto it – after a student reads a nominated book, he/she must answer one question about the book.  If the correct answer is given, he/she may pin a colored bead on the jacket, shirt, or other item; beads are color coded according to grade level.  Shirt, jacket worn on Fridays or item displayed on Fridays so everyone can see which grade level has read the most titles

· Students get a bracelet and add colored beads as they read nominated titles; after reading or listening to one, three or five books (librarian can decide upon a starting number), students come to get the starter bracelet – leather (about 12 to 14” long) and two white beads.  When they have read an additional number, they bring in the bracelet to add two light blue beads, and then they earn dark blue beads.  After students have read all the books in a given area (or in two areas), they bring in the bracelet for the gold beads to complete it.  Color of beads can be change from year to year, can relate to school colors, or students can pick their own colors.  Rules:  bracelets will not be replaced and student must bring in bracelet to add more beads.  Librarian can ask students one or two questions about one or two of the books to spot check that the student did read the book

· Book reports – have classroom teachers use one or more of the nominated titles for book reports

· Brochure – students create a brochure on one of the nominated titles (tri-fold with information on student, cover page, information and picture of the book, information and picture of the author/illustrator, list of other books written by author)

· Students create an illustrated page of a nominated book they read, describing the book and telling why they thought others would like to read the book; pages are placed in notebook so other students can check what their peers recommend

· Webquests

· Crossword puzzles, word searches

· This activity would be good for younger children - Create a booklet for each student with each book read becoming a page; each page would include the cover of the book and a space for the student to draw their favorite part of the story and then they would answer the question, “did you like the book?” by drawing a happy or sad face and if students can write, they could write a one sentence response

· G.C.R.A. parade

· Dioramas, mobile 

· Take a blank map of Arizona and divide it into 10 sections and students can color in a section when they have read a book

· Continuous slide show on a computer in the library of all the nominated titles

· Skits, Readers’ Theatre

· Curriculum guides (Linda’s Links to Literature)

· Students research the authors of the nominated books and do author studies

· Encourage classroom teachers to use books in the classroom – literature circles, trade book

· Create a blank check for students to fill out with the amount they believe the book is worth.  They could send the author a million bucks for a favorite book or five cents for one they didn’t like.  On the back of the check, the student has to justify the amount of the check

· Create activities based on winning book

· Dress as a character in a book and do a book talk/activities about the book

· Annual G.C.R.A. sleep-over

· Grand Canyon Reader Award Bingo – create a card with sixteen squares and as many as 4 free squares (could be indicated by using logo) and fill in the other spaces with generic words that would relate to almost any story found in a nominated book:  girl main character, boy main character, mother, father, other relative, science fiction, mystery, fantasy, adventure, illustrator, author, setting, title, nonfiction, folklore, sports story, etc.  Before the activity, make up three questions for which the generic words would be the answer; prizes could be given for a bingo

· Jigsaw puzzles – copy cover of book, glue on poster board, laminate, and cut it up as puzzle

· Partner with the public libraries in the area to publicize the titles and encourage them to purchase additional copies of the book

· Encourage book fairs to carry the nominated titles for student purchase

· Battle of the Books

· AR quiz or any other reading program

· Write a column to go in parent newsletter

· Send information home to parents about any programs you are conducting to promote books along with a list of the nominated books via a newsletter, letter, or information on the school’s/library’s web site

· Suggest nominated books as great presents for birthdays, holidays or any time

· After the student votes for his/her favorite book, student writes a letter to the author/illustrator explaining why he/she voted for the book, hoping that author/illustrator wins

· Take a group grade level photo of all the voters; enlarge the picture to poster size and they could be displayed in the library

· Flyer to promote student voting (see sample below)

· If students read 3 books, they are eligible to vote; if they read 5 books by a given date, they come to the library for a treat (dessert); if they read 7 by another given date, they come to the library for pizza; if they read all 10 by the middle of March, they come to the library for a surprise.  Verify that student has read book by having student answer a question about the book (surprise can be lunch with the principal, other administrative staff, superintendent or other district personnel, parents, lunch with a visiting author, gift certificate to locate book store or book fair)

· If students read all the nominated books in either the Nonfiction, Intermediate, or Tween categories, they either win a copy of the winning title or name is entered in a drawing to win (dependent on number of students who read all titles)

· Place ballot boxes around the school; one in the library, rooms used for reading, cafeteria, language arts classes

· Voting booth – create a special voting booth; students who vote receive sticker

· Online voting (Survey Monkey – www.surveymonkey.com)

· Voter Registration Cards – select one day as an official election day and turn library into a polling place; all students who qualified to vote are given an “Official Voter Registration Card” and teachers can use the experience to discuss and demonstrate how voter registration and voting works for political elections.  Voter Card would have to be presented to receive a ballot; voting booths could be constructed using study carrels

· Select a specific day for students to vote, and students can come to library during specific time for punch and cookies and vote – non participants must stay in classroom and work

· Have a voters lunch with door prizes – have those students be the first to learn the winners; or have an after school program with cookies and punch and announce the winners – Grand Canyon Bash with cookies or pizza or ice cream

· Create a cookie cutter shape (Arizona) and make cookies for those students who qualified to vote; students get to ice the cookies and be the first to learn which titles won for the year

· Thank you note to students who vote

· Announce winning titles via school broadcast

· Create a nomination or suggestion box for possible selections for the following year –create a form or use one available on the G.C.R.A. site

(LOGO)

Hey kids, have you heard of the Grand Canyon Reader Award?

This is your chance to let everyone in Arizona know what YOUR favorite book is!

Are you in 3rd through 8th grade?  


Then you can help decide the winner of the Grand Canyon Reader Award

HOW DOES IT WORK?

· Read, Read, Read

· When you have read at least ____ of the nominated titles, you can vote for your favorite book of the 10 nominated titles

· You can vote in any of the categories in which you have read at least ____ books – picture, nonfiction, intermediate, and/or tween (You May Only Vote Once)

· Kids from all over Arizona will be voting for their favorite books

There will be celebrations for the winning book all around the state

(Logo)

   KIDS!   KIDS!   KIDS!

Nominate your favorite book for the Grand Canyon Reader Award

Let everyone in Arizona know what YOUR favorite book is!!

How does it work?

· If you are in kindergarten through eighth grade, pick up a nomination from form from your school or public library

· Nominate your favorite book -  picture, nonfiction, intermediate, tween

· Book must have been published within the last five (5) years and must still be in print (check with your librarian if you have any doubts)

· You must nominate a specific book title – not a whole series

Nominate by (date)

Then – read or listen to the books on the ballot and vote for your favorite book on this year’s list by

Other Ideas to Ponder:

· Create a “mascot” for the award

· Decide on colors that would represent award – colors used in logo which could then be used for: ribbons, color of any awards, rewards (pencils, bookmarks, icing, etc)

· More PR in the local newspapers, district “brag sheets” etc. on the contest – websites, local bookstores, radio and television news broadcasts

· Is there an Ellison Machine or other dye cut of Arizona or if a mascot is selected, of the mascot – can one be created?  Create a dye-cut of our logo

· More student nominated selections

· Grand Canyon Reader Award Performance Contest – group or individuals would create an original production (poem, skit, song, rap, dance, Readers’ Theatre or any combination) based on one of the winning titles once they were announced.  This could be state-wide contest with winners to be judged by either public librarians or staff at state library.  Winning group(s) will receive award and perform live at the luncheon at the conference.  Rules could be:  no more than (3 or 4) people to a group, participants must be in grades (?) or a combination of grades and between two to four minutes.  There would be a deadline and performance would be taped and tape sent to a committee.  Judging criteria:  creativity, interpretation of book, energy of group, and entries judged on quality of performance and not on the camera/video production.  There would be an entry form to be sent in with the video including name of student(s), school, age, grade, address, phone, teacher-librarian’s name and e-mail address, parent’s name and e-mail address.

· Grand Canyon Reader Award Poster Contest – same as above except students would create a poster based on a scene from one of the winning books; original artwork created by the student, hand-drawn with marker, paint, crayons (no clip art or other pre-drawn items), must be on paper at least 8-1/2” by 11” and no larger than 11” by 17” and not folded.

Camp Canyon:

· Group of students could be invited to the school library one day each week in June or July; each session could last two hours.  Have pre-registration so that the number of students attending will be known (could be different grade levels each session).  Share the nominated titles with them for the upcoming year and students will then participate in a craft or activity that relates to the titles.  Hopefully, the students will be able to participate in at least one to two books/activities per session.  Students will rotate to the various books/activities

