Dear Arizona People, Puppies, Poodles, and other Pooches,
Joan Holub is napping so I—Patrick Puppy—have decided to type this letter to you to tell you that Joan and I have been feeling like top dogs ever since we learned that our picture book, Geogra-fleas! Riddles All Over the Map was voted the 2007 Grand Canyon Reader Award in the Nonfiction Book category!  
Writing this book was a long journey.  Almost as long as the Nile River, the longest river in the world!  To begin, Joan packed our geography books and our rhyming dictionary and I packed my best bone in my doggie bag.  Then we were off -- traveling to four fabulous oceans and seven cool continents, and around a world that’s built with a little tilt.  

Sometimes traveling through this book made us dog-tired.  Other times we howled with laughter at our own jokes. Slowly but surely we dog-paddled our way down the mighty long, mighty strong Mississippi River. We played dogtag in Africa where they’ve gotta lotta lions! And we played fetch with chopsticks on the Great Wall of China.  We went slightly batty in the Mammoth Caves of Kentucky.  And we saw where the Colorado River had eroded the land and carved something grand--the gorge-ous Grand Canyon in guess where—Arizona state!  

Finally we reached the tail end of our story, and it was turned into a book by an editor at the Albert Whitman publishing company.  And then, many months later, we got your letter saying our book had won an award!
Thank you Arizona students and educators!  We are delighted and hope you enjoy reading Geogra-fleas! Riddles All Over the Map as much as we enjoyed writing it!

Signed,

Patrick Puppy and his best friend Joan Holub
